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HOW DO I APPLY?
Complete and drop off your application during regular 
business hours with a copy of your most recent 1040 tax 
return for proof of household income to the front desk at 
any Old Town School of Folk Music location. After your  
application for financial aid is approved, you will need to 
register for your class. You may do so by phone or in per-
son. Balance of payment is due upon registration for class. 

Applications are due two weeks before the start date 
of your preferred class. Many classes fill up, so please 
consider applying earlier.

 
DO I QUALIFY FOR FINANCIAL AID?
Financial aid is intended for individuals who cannot  
otherwise pay for one class per session and may only be 
used for one 8-week group class or one 8-week 30-minute 
private lesson session. When available, children may take 
one 16-week class.  A second class may not be taken in  
the same session. Please see application for detailed  
information. The amount of assistance is determined 
based upon your household income.

If you are told you do not qualify for financial aid, 
please check out our awesome volunteer program. 
Check our website or contact our volunteer  
coordinator at 773-751-3325.

WHAT IF I WANT TO TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 
CLASS OR LESSON WHEN RECEIVING 
FINANCIAL AID?
Unfortunately we cannot offer financial aid to students who 
are taking more than one class in one session.  If a student 
has the ability to pay for a second class (even with a gift 
certificate or from funding from an outside source) then 
they are no longer eligible for financial aid and we should 
be allocating our financial aid funds to other students with 
a need.  

You are welcome to apply for financial aid for many  
sessions in a row, and you can take a different class or 
different type of class each session, but you may not take 
multiple classes (or a class and a lesson) in one session.

WHAT IS THE FINE PRINT?
• Financial aid participants may enroll in one class per  
 session. Workshops may be taken in combination with  
 a group class or private lesson. 
• If you register and pay for a class before you are notified  
 of your award, we cannot issue a refund. 
• Financial aid may not be used to purchase concert tickets  
 or merchandise in the Old Town School Music Store. 
• If you need a rental instrument, please ask for further  
 information at the front desk. 
• Children under 12 and teens receive assistance for one  
 8-, 16-, or 24-week group class. 
• Students applying for private lessons receive assistance  
 for one 8-week session of 30-minute lessons. 
• The maximum award is 75% of the group class tuition  
 or 50% of private lesson cost. 
• Adults in families approved for financial aid may take  
 workshops with a 50% financial aid award. Current  
 income documentation must be on file. 
• Students receiving financial aid are expected to attend  
 100% of the classes.

 
HOW DO I RENEW MY FINANCIAL AID?
Please contact the Front Office if you have any questions 
about registration dates for group or private lessons. 
Please renew early! Private lesson spots are limited,  
so if you wish to continue, renew by the 1st day of open 
registration in order to continue your lessons. Applying  
late will result in the loss of your award. 

 
WHAT IF I HAVE TO CANCEL MY LESSONS?
If for any reason you cannot finish the session, please  
call the Front Desk to cancel your class or private lesson 
and fill out a renewal form for the next session. Poor  
attendance may disqualify students from the financial  
aid program.

If you have any other questions,  
please contact Erin English at 773.751.3344  
or eenglish@oldtownschool.org.


